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Negq; bona fpes abfq; labore utile quicquam parit. 
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To Mr. Jacosp RAvENscrorr. 


SIR, 
Thank you for your Effay on Impudence, 


‘ and mutt own that it has cur’d me of the 

* {trange(t Humour in the World, tho’ 
perhaps the moit picafant. Before Lread your 
Difcourfe, Lled an unaccountable delightful Life : 
The bett Part of every Day was {pent in my 
Clofet, where I mufter’d up in my Imagination 
the feveral Qualifications that entitled me to fu- 
ture Greatnefs. About ten Years fince I began 
this Kind of Life, when defigning to enter my 
felf at the Univerfity, I withdrew to my Study. 
My farit Profpect on this Undertaking was that I 
fhould be chief Proftor, within a Minute I fan- 
cyd my felf Head of a Houle, then Vice-chan- 
cellor, then a Bifhop, and (before a Quarter of 
an Hour was expired) I became an Archbifhop. 
I was no fooner fettling my Affairs in my Arch- 
bifhoprick, but that Thought was juftled out of 
my Head by another, which fuggefted a more 
fpeedy Afcent by the Law. I paffed thro’ the 
Degrees of a Barrifter, Serjeant and Judge, and 
was a Lord-Chancellor before the Hour was 
out, when I began to think of Phyfick, and from 
thence as fwift as an Arrow my Fancy return’d 
to my Archbifhoprick. 


© As I was indulging my felf with thefe pleafing 
Hopes, a Country Gentleman broke in upon me 5 
and my Fancy wrought fo ftrongly, that I imme- 
diately told him I fhould certainly be Proétor of 


‘ the Univerfity ; Tho’ his Objeétions feem’d fo 


(Price Three Haif-pence.) 


many real Bars to my Prefermenit while he was 
prefent, an innate Impudence and a fanguine 
Conftitution got over them with Eafe as foonas 
he left me, and I fell back into my former Chain 
of Thoughts. I {pent my time in fhifting from 
one fantaitick Dignity to another, ftili buildin 
Caftles in the Air. A thoufand delightful Ideas 
glane’d thro’ my Imagination. The Profpeé of 
future Greatnefs ravifh’d me as I lay on my Bed, 
made my Dreams pleafant, enhanc’d my dail 
Enjoyments, and fweeten’d all accidental Crofles. 
Thus I enjoy’d at once the prefent and the future 
Happinefs without Diiturbance ; and while | 
was thus deceiv’d, my conceited Worth would 
not let me perceive my Delufion. 


‘ [long purfi’d this Courfe, but at lait refolv’d 
to exert my felt by Aétion. 1 was fo forcibly 
deluded, that I bought Velvet-Sleeves, and be- 
{poke a Couple of Servants for my Equipage in 
my firft Pott of Honour. I betpoke Livertes, 
and pitch’d on fome Friends for my Chaplains. 
i frequently folac’d my felf with hammering out 
fome proper Revenge for Bob Blunt and Yack Smart, 
who had affronted me. Such as had been want- 
ing to me in the leaft Refpect due to my Merit, 
[ decreed to punifh by a fcornful Negle&t here. 
after. But this was not all: I began to think 
my felfa Man of Wealth and Honour already, and 
kept State accordingly. [talk’d and iefled with 
the Air of a Man of Quality, and punn’d with as 
much Authority as one that 1S worth a Plumb : 
A fage Apothegm or a quaint Allufion were t! 
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I coud hand omly {et forth by an important 
Look, or a ily Wink onthe Man who | thought 
molt approv'd my Wit. 


© As the foregoing Part of my Character fhows 
me a great Forecaiter, | kept a Scheme of all 
the Members of Parliament which fhould be 
chofen in England till the Year 1720. I told my 
Fiiends who fhould get Places at Court, with as 
much Affurance as tf I had been a Privy-Coun- 
fellor. No Man of Honour was nam’d in my 
hearing, but by a fidewind Arrogance I let the 
Company know that I, or fom: Friend of mine, 
or fome Friend’s Friend of mine was acquainted 
with him. To procure Credit to my Words, if 
I receiv’d any Frank’d Letters, I left them on 
my Table, or ftuck them up in my Window, 
with the Superferiptions expoied to view 35 be- 
fides feveral others whica I tor@’das Frank’d by 
fuch a Lord, and fuch an Earl. I {pent the great- 
eft Part of my Time that was employ’d in Action, 
in rambling from one Pace to another, to pick 
up Scraps of Intelligence, which I deliver’d ra- 
ther according to my Memory, than my Under- 
ftanding: I romanc’d how fuch a great Man took 
me afide at fuch a Time, what fucha one faid to 
me at another,what Difcourfe pafs’d where Idin’d 
Yefterday, what Company there was, what Difhes, 
what Wine; and what Intrigues were on foot in 
Church and State. I cultivated a genteel Beh:- 
viour, and fet off a Nut-brown Face with a Light 
Wig, becaufe I fancy’d it made me look wife ; 
and with a Doubt, a Nod, or a Shrug, I took 
upon me to contradict whatever was atirm’d in 
Converfation. 


¢ Such a Dream of Life lull’d me on for feven 
Years ; but I was awaken’d by an Election of a 
Mapiftrate in the Town where I dwell. I efpou- 
fed the Caufe of Tom Bell, and in Confidence of 
my fancy’d Greatnefs, doubted not of Succefs 5 
but mifling my Aim, I rav’d like a Madman, 
calling all fuch as oppofed me Knaves, Fools, 
and «a Faflion. But upon cooler Reflection, I 
was rous’d from my Lethargy, and difcover'd to 
my great Difcontent that I was in Reality no 
Man of Power, as I had flatter’d my feif; and 
thence I drew a true Conclufion, that a meer 
Confcioufnefs of Merit was not fufficient to gain 
an implicit Deference. Hereupon I refolv’d 
forthwith to exert my Abilities, and make hafte 
to my deferv’d Greatnefs 5 but while I was 
(weating to find out what my Genius was turn’d 
for, Thappen’d to fall on your Paper. I there 


* obferv’d that Impudence was a Spur to any thing. 
‘and that Conceit wou'd fwell a Mole-hill to a 

* Mountain. With Dithculty and Sorrow Lapply’d 
‘it to my feif; and tho’ I do not bear the Stam 

© of a Coxcomb in my Face, yet Lam now per. 

* {waded ’twas a daring and bo'd Confidence of 
‘my own Worth that {et me fo tong a Star. gazing 
‘ on Greatneis and Futurity. . 


‘Tam refolv’d for the future to live like m 

‘ Neighbours, and be a modeit fober Mans; for 
©‘ tho’ T am call’d the Old Tro;an, lam not too old 
‘ to amend. As I am by Birth a Corwifi Man, 
‘ grafted on a Spanrard, 1 Mhall purtue the open un- 
* difguifed Honeliy of the former. At the fame 
‘ time I] renounce the formal Starchnefs of the 
¢ latter, and am forry I retain the Name of 


Don John Ronquillo, 


I have the DireStions of the Society to acquaint 
our Correipondent, that tho’ he has humoroully 
enoush deferib’d a fanguine Impudence in the 
forezoing Letter, yet his fatt Paragraph deftroys 
his Title to it. In fhorz, it will not be allowd 
that a Min was ever-opadent; who pafles away 
his Life in empty Speculations, and does not re- 
duce the Vheery to Practice. I have by me a 
Letter of Furry ker e’s to a Lady on his firft 
fecing her, that acfcribes this thriving Quality 
after a more genuine Manner. 


MapAmM, 
‘aA Y° U are handinme, Iam ugly 5 you have 
‘© a Fortune, | have fpent one 5 the World, 
“ that fays you have every good Quality, will not 
“ alow that [ ha.> one. Atier tais you may be 
“ furpris’d, if [tell you that lam to be your Hus- 
“ band. [ am refolv’d not to leave you till I 
“have convine’'d you of the Truth of this; fol 
‘¢ wifh you Joy, and am 


Your moft Faithful Humble Servant, 


Henry Brazier. 





lam loth, forthe Credit of the fair Sex, to fay 
what was the Succefs of this bold Pretender. In 
fhort, it may be faid of real Impudence, what 
Horace fays of Vertue, That it is incapable-of any 
Repulfe. 
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